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Welcome to the Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services (KAMS) Social and Emotional Wellbeing (SEWB)
Monthly News. Designed to keep KAMS partner organisations and member services informed of
important news for the SEWB sector in the Kimberley, this communique shares general updates,
upcoming training and events, good news stories, and resources. If you have an update to share, or
would like your good news story or event featured in this communique, please contact
sewbadmin@kamsc.org.au prior to the beginning of the month in question.

General Updates
Kimberley Aboriginal Suicide Prevention Trial Transition Year
Since mid-2017, the Kimberley Aboriginal Suicide Prevention Trial (the Trial) has been working to
develop a model of suicide prevention specific to the unique and culturally sensitive needs of the
region’s Aboriginal communities. Earlier this year, the Commonwealth Government announced a one year extension to ensure the sustainability of programs and initiatives during the transition from July
2020 to June 2021. In July 2020, the Trial Working and Steering Groups finalised and endorsed transition
and operational plans utilising the principles of the ATSISPEP Framework. Recommendations from the
Transition Plan include the following 5 core pillars to guide transition activities:
1. Strengthening Culture
2. Empowered Young Leaders
3. Place Based Action – Community Liaison Officers
4. Service Coordination and Enhancement

5. Communication and Education
For further information on the Trial, visit the WA Primary Health Alliance website.

Funding Announced for New WA Suicide Prevention Projects
The McGowan Government recently announced nearly $15 million for new WA Suicide Prevention
Projects. Nearly $10 million will go towards developing and implementing region-specific plans to
address Aboriginal deaths by suicide. These plans will support and prioritise locally-endorsed and
Aboriginal-led initiatives which incorporate a holistic, social and emotional wellbeing approach to
suicide prevention. The remaining $4.79 million will be allocated to programs to provide additional
suicide prevention and postvention support to all Western Australians as part of the WA Recovery Plan.
For more details on this announcement, please see the Media Statement by Hon. Rodger Cook and Hon.
Ben Wyatt.

Opportunity to provide input for headspace Kununurra
headspace is a highly accessible, youth friendly integrated service hub that provides, at a minimum,
mental health, general health, alcohol and other drug and vocational support to young people. In mid 2019, the Federal Government announced an allocation of $3.5 million over four years to establish a
new headspace centre in Kununurra, managed by the WA Primary Health Alliance (WAPHA). Currently,
WAPHA is undertaking consultations with a range of stakeholders to ensure the service will be suited to
the young people of the region. If you would like to provide input, please see the WAPHA website.

Good news

1 - Derby

2 - Kununurra

3 - Broome

4 - Broome

SEWB Training in July
With the easing of travel restrictions in the Kimberley, the SEWB team has been able to get back to
engaging community members and the SEWB workforce in SEWB training. July was a busy month, with
the team delivering five training courses across three Kimberley towns. We hope you enjoyed it! Note:
permission to use image was obtained from all persons in the following photos.

Broome Suicide Prevention Activities in July
Broome Community Liaison Officers for the Kimberley Aboriginal Suicide Prevention Trial have also been
busy, running weaving workshops and initiatives in a local school. Each event run as part of the Trial
provides a safe space for community members to discuss social and emotional wellbeing, and build
relationships. Note: permission to use image was obtained from all persons in the following photos.
Deadly Sister Girls - this group of High School girls will meet weekly throughout Term 3 to learn about
SEWB and express themselves through dance. Click to see the group!

Women's Weaving Workshops - During July, Broome Community Liaison Officer Tara Gower ran two
weaving workshops. Click to see their deadly work!

Equine Assisted Learning Practitioner Training Successful Applicants
Yawardani Jan-ga (Horses doing healing) is an Equine Assisted Learning (EAL) program based in Broome
offering trauma-informed care to young people experiencing mental health issues. KAMS has partnered
with Yawardani Jan-ga to commission eight SEWB workers in Broome and Derby to become EAL
practitioners. We are pleased to announce that all applicants were successful, and will attend their first
block of training at the end of this month (24th – 28th). Yawardani Jan-ga looks forward to welcoming a
new cohort of EAL trainees!

Resources - for the attention of Aboriginal Community Controlled
Health Services
SEWB Items in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 715 Health Check Templates
With support from the Department of Health, the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health
Organisation (NACCHO) and Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP) recently released
reviewed and updated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander annual health check templates. The new
templates are guided by the following principles:
1. Evidence-based age-appropriate
2. Acceptable and valuable to patients
3. Clarity regarding recommended core elements and extensions
4. Feasibility to deliver
Notably, all templates include items relating to social and emotional wellbeing. NACCHO and RACGP
invites services to trial the templates and provide feedback. For more information and to access the
templates, please follow this link.

Events / Training Happening in August
Certificate IV in Mental Health Studies: Final Block
What: Students from multiple mental health agencies across the Kimberley commenced the Certificate
IV Mental Health course offered by the KAMS Registered Training Organisation (RTO) at the beginning of
2020. Through the global pandemic, they have been adaptable, flexible and remained determined in
their studies. This month, they will complete their final training block. When: 3rd - 21st August Where:
KAMS, Broome

EAL Practitioner Training: First Block
What: SEWB workers in Broome and Derby were invited to apply to become EAL practitioners with the
Yawardani Jan-ga (Horses doing healing) program in Broome. This month, the successful applicants will
complete their first training block.
When: 24th - 28th August
Where: Broome (location TBC)

Youth Mental Health First Aid in Broome and Derby
What: the two-day Youth Mental Health First Aid course provides participants with the skills and
knowledge to identify young people experiencing mental health issues and provide initial support while
connecting them to professional services. A facilitator from Mental Health First Aid Australia will travel
to the Kimberley this month to deliver the training. Broome training: 9am - 5pm, 27th - 28th August
Derby training: 9am - 5pm, 3rd - 4th September Cost starts from $300 per person. Please see flyer
attached to the cover email with registration instructions.

Events / Training in Coming Months
Mental Health Commissions SEWB / AOD Training
What: In September, the Mental Health Commission is providing SEWB and AOD training free of charge,
and fully catered. Training details are as follows:
Day 1: Trauma Informed Care and Practice: 9am - 4.30pm, 3rd September Day 2: Recognising and
Responding to Amphetamine Intoxications/Toxicity & Opiod Overdose: 9am - 4.30pm, 4th September
Where: Broome Lotteries House, Broome Places are limited. For more information and registration
instructions, please see flyer attached to cover email.

Health Workforce Training in Suicide Prevention
What: Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Services in partnership with WA Country Health Services are
delivering Health Workforce Training in Suicide Prevention as part of the Kimberley Aboriginal Suicide
Prevention Trial in the main towns across the Kimberley. The training aims to build health workforce
skills and confidence in the identification, assessment and management of people presenting with, or at
risk of, deliberate self-harm and suicidal behaviours. Training is free of charge. When and where: 31st
August - 11th September* *Please see flyer attached to cover email for information on the training,
location, and dates of delivery. To register, please complete registration form attached to cover email
and return to spcapacitybuilding@kamsc.org.au by Wednesday 26 August.

SEWB Workforce Regional Forum 2020 - Save the Date!
What: the annual three-day SEWB Workforce Regional Forum brings together members of the SEWB
workforce across the region and provides opportunities for professional develop, group learning a nd
networking. When: 24th - 26th November, 2020 Where: Broome (location TBC) Registrations and
further details to come, but for now please save these dates!

