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Daily Status, 5pm
There are 26963 cases of COVID-19 in Australia.
498 new cases in the past 14 days.
Western Australia has had 665 cases – 7 new
cases in the past 14 days. There are currently 6
active cases and 650 people have recovered.
There are currently 15 unknown sources. No new
ACTIVE regional cases. There have been 64
regional cases in total and all have recovered. See
chart below for regional breakdown.
Please note that the “historical cases” have been excluded
from reporting numbers so the statistics have differed in Metro
and Regional WA.
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Fortnightly Roundup
Another fortnight has passed with WA recording 7
new cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days. We have
6 current active cases related to overseas and
interstate travel.
Based on the latest health advice, WA remains in
phase 4 of the recovery roadmap until Friday 23rd
October 2020. A decision whether to continue to
move to stage 5 will be made in October.
Currently WA’s hard border and restrictions on
entering remote Aboriginal Communities remain in
place.
Victoria has had 15 new cases in the last 24 hours
and has had 20091 cases in total.

Current Developments

COVID Clinic in Kununurra to further protect
WA Border
The third regional COVID clinic in Western Australia
will open at Kununurra District Hospital today to
further protect Kimberley communities from COVID19.
The clinic will be open seven days a week from 8am4.30pm and has been established to help with the
regular testing of transport, freight and logistics
personnel entering WA and exempt travellers
directed to undertake testing.

COVID Event plans
From Friday, 25 September a public or private event
involving more than 500 patrons that requires local
government authority approval will need an
approved COVID Event Plan as part of that process.

Aboriginal Sector Communication Update #8
The Government of WA Department of Health
release an Aboriginal Sector Communication Update
fortnightly and the latest communication update can
be found using the following link
Aboriginal Sector Communication Update #8.

The updates are also placed on the Department of
Health WA Website under the Aboriginal Sector tab
in the COVID-19 Coronavirus section here.

Similar to the industry specific COVID Safety
Guidelines and Plans first introduced in May, the
COVID Event Guidelines and Plans will ensure event
organisers play their role in keeping Western
Australians safer, reduces the potential risk and
spread of COVID-19 and gives event-goers more
confidence to attend and participate in events.
For more information, visit COVID-19 coronavirus:
Events.

COVID-19 Relief Fund to continue to deliver
community support

COVID-19 activities for the First Nations
people living in remote communities

The State Government is extending its Lotterywest
COVID-19 Relief Fund to ensure continued support
for community groups impacted by COVID-19.

The National Justice Project, National Aboriginal and

The fund was created in March to enable all
available Lotterywest proceeds to be directed to
crisis and emergency relief and not-for-profit
community organisations affected by the pandemic.
To date, it has delivered $67 million in grants to the
Western Australian community.

Torres Strait Islander Legal Services and University of
Technology Sydney Jumbunna Institute for
Indigenous Education and Research have worked
together to clarify and communicate restrictions
relating to COVID-19 activities for the First Nations
people living in remote communities across Australia.
They have developed a series of information guides
and fact sheets that summarise the various state and
territory public health directions issued as a result of
the pandemic and address the stricter measures
being imposed on Indigenous Australians living in

New program to test wastewater for COVID19
Western Australia's wastewater will soon be tested
for the COVID-19 virus, with an evaluation program
to expand PCR testing to the State's sewerage
network.

remote communities
The information guides and fact sheets provide the
latest COVID-19 guidance for each state and territory
and can be accessed and downloaded here.

The Collaboration on Sewage Surveillance of SARSCoV-2 (ColoSSoS) Project will track and monitor for
traces of the COVID-19 virus in WA's sewerage
network.

WA versions
https://justice.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/09/Indigenous-FactSheet_WAv6_2Sept20.pdf

It will be led by the WA Health system - with testing
undertaken by PathWest - to provide an opportunity
for robust evaluation and review of the role of
wastewater surveillance for COVID-19 in Western
Australia.

https://justice.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/09/26-August-2020-WA-FirstNations-Guide-to-COVID-19-Law46827162.11.pdf

AHCWA Covid-19 Communique Survey

Clinical:

The Public Health and Continuous Quality
Improvement team have developed a survey to
evaluate the COVID-19 Daily Updates and
Communiques that have been distributed from
AHCWA since 17 March 2020.

Medicare Rebates for Telehealth items
extended a further 6 months.

We would really appreciate it if you could complete
the quick and simple survey (takes 2 minutes) and
provide feedback to assist us.

Just hit the link below and fill in the form.
COVID-19 Communique Survey

The AHCWA Public Health and Continuous
Quality Improvement Team are here to assist all
Member Services. If you have any enquiries, or
require further information and support please
email Public.Health@ahcwa.org

The AMA announced on Friday 18 September the
Medicare rebates for COVID-19 Telehealth
consultations will be extended for a further 6 months.
“With Australia still in the midst of a global pandemic,
it is essential for telehealth to be continued as part of
efforts to contain the spread of the virus,” AMA
President, Dr Omar Khorshid said.
If you have any queries, or would like clarification on
anything to do with the COVID-19 Telehealth
consultations, please do not hesitate to contact the
PHCQI Team.

How to keep our mob safe using face masks
Face masks are an important part of protection
against COVID-19 and have become a normal part of
life in the pandemic, especially in those states with
high numbers of COVID-19.
NACCHO posted a COVID-19 community alert
feature in the September 18 2020 edition of the
newsletter which outlines use and care of masks to
keep our mob safe.
See the feature here.

Continuity in Care:
Heart Health:
September 29 2020 is World Heart Day.
It is important that those with existing heart
conditions maintain their current treatment and
medication plans during COVID-19. If people with
cardiovascular disease become infected with COVID19, this may worsen their current condition such as
heart failure and can increase their risk of having a
heart attack.
Health services can assist in Continuity of Care of
Heart Health by:
 Reinforcing the message that “heart health
matters” and that any emergencies like chest
pain and possible heart related symptoms that
are new or are not resolved with current
angina medication is a medical emergency and
needs to be seen

the clinic via Telehealth or Face to Face
consultations
 Monitor bloods, cholesterol and blood
pressures.
 Reinforce social distancing and good hygiene
practice
 Encourage healthy eating and exercise. Remind
consumers of level of salt in tin foods they may
have stocked up on during pandemic
 Encourage people to limit drinking of alcohol
 Discuss and act on smoking habits and refer to
Tackling Indigenous Smoking Teams or give
Quitline information
 Arrange telehealth allied health appointments
with dietician
 Continue opportunistic screening of possible
heart issues by completing annual health
checks and identifying risk factors

 Encouraging current consumers with a
diagnosis of cardiac disease to maintain
current treatment and follow up plans.

 Maintain monitoring and treatment of comorbidities such as diabetes and chronic renal
disease

 Place pt’s on a recall system for regular
assessments and monitoring

 Health promotion posters and information
related to Healthy Hearts

 Make sure medications are available and
scripts are up to date. Home delivery of
medicines can be arranged
 Depending on your current delivery of care,
encourage consumers to stay connected with



Enrol and maintain attendance at Healthy
Hearts type groups as COVID restrictions are
lifted.

