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Recent Developments:  

Stronger travel restrictions to the 
Kimberley from midnight tonight:  

New Kimberley travel restrictions are being 

implemented from midnight tonight (Thursday 2nd 
April) to protect the Kimberley residents. New 
boundaries in place, in line with the four local 
government boundaries to stop the movement of 
people through towns and local government 
areas. Kimberley residents are being urged to 
stay within their boundary, and all non-essential 
travel should be avoided.  A nursing team has 
been sent to Broome Hospital to assist on the 
ground with the COVID-19 response.   

 

New emergency management powers: 

An emergency management amendment means 

that tougher penalties including $1,000- on the 

spot fines and tougher penalties will soon become 

law.   The new laws strengthen WA’s response to 

COVID-19 by acting as a deterrent against those 

who continue to ignore the social isolation and 

distancing requirements.  

 

 

Protection for frontline workers: 

Someone convicted of assaulting a frontline 
worker where they know they have COVID-19 or 
create a belief, suspicion or fear that they have 
COVID-19 will now face up to 10 years in jail in  

new laws that protect frontline workers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There have been 4858 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 in Australia.   

Western Australia currently has 400 cases 

– 8 new cases since yesterday. Most 

cases are related to travel - 8 unknown 

sources. 

Important Message: 

Please be aware that during this time the 

terms “health worker and health care 

worker” are being used to describe 

basically any clinician from doctors, 

nurses, physio’s, dentists etc.  They are 

not specifically referring to Aboriginal 

Health Workers or Practitioners.  There 

has been some concern regarding this as 

people are worried that “health workers” 

are all from the Aboriginal community. 

Just a reassuring message that this is not 

the case.  

 

  The COVID-19 Members Support Team is 

here to assist all Member Services. If you 

have any enquiries, or require further 

information and support please email 

Public.Health@ahcwa.org 

 

 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/04/Stronger-restrictions-in-place-to-protect-Kimberley-residents-from-COVID-19-.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/04/New-emergency-management-powers-to-combat-COVID-19.aspx
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/McGowan/2020/04/Tough-penalties-to-protect-essential-frontline-workers-during-pandemic.aspx


 

 

Clinical Information: 

Respiratory Clinics: 

The Commonwealth is inviting general practices 

(including ACCHSs) to set-up a dedicated 

respiratory clinic as part of the COVID-19 

response. 

 

The clinics will be established to provide 

dedicated services to people with mild to 

moderate COVID-19 symptoms, and assist to 

relieve the pressure on other health services.  

Financial incentives will be provided together with 

extra PPE. ACCHSs who are interested in 

applying should contact WAPHA. 

 

Smoking and COVID-19: 

There is growing evidence to suggest that people 

who smoke are likely to be more severely 

impacted by COVID-19, because smoking 

damages the lungs so that they don’t work as 

well. The thick mucus that smokers often have in 

their lungs is prone to becoming infected. 

Smoking also affects the immune system, making 

it harder to fight infection. 

There is also evidence that people with other 

health conditions like cardiovascular disease and 

cancer are more likely to experience severe 

complications of COVID-19. Smoking increases 

the risk of many of these conditions. 

 

 

There are concerns that the act of smoking means 

that fingers (and possibly contaminated  

cigarettes) are in contact with the lips and people 

are touching their faces more often.   

 

Sharing smokes, pipes, vapes, water pipes and e 
cigarettes could increase the community 
transmission of COVID-19.  

 
The Quitline Aboriginal Liaison Team (QALT) are 
available to provide information about the Quitline 
to primary health care services who engage / work 
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
in Western Australia.  
 

QALT are available at this time to discuss with 

your patients their ‘Quit Journey’ by 

- Getting them to understand why they 
smoke 

- Making a plan   
- Referral to Quitline 13 78 48 
- Getting support  

 

The Quitline counsellors acknowledge everyone’s 
journey is different, Quitline provides support and 
assists people to develop a plan with the person 
so they’re in control of your own journey. This 
service is free.  Please contact the QALT team for 
further information.  Opening Hours: Mon– Friday 
8am to 8pm & Saturday 12.30pm to 3.30pm 
 

Email – qalt@ahcwa.org  
Tara Mobile – 0437 906 766  
Rickesha Mobile – 0467 473 385 

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/covid-19-national-health-plan-primary-health-respiratory-clinics.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/covid-19-national-health-plan-primary-health-respiratory-clinics.pdf
https://www.wapha.org.au/contact/
mailto:qalt@ahcwa.org


 

 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to check out the AHCWA Coronavirus COVID-19 Website for latest information, alerts and 

resources.  

https://www.ahcwa.org.au/coronavirus-updates

