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Current Developments: 

 

$38 million injection for RFDS rural COVID-
19 response 
 
Minister for Regional Health, Mark Coulton, 

announced a partnership which will provide 

$11 million initially, and deliver up to $38 

million in essential services to support remote 

communities affected by COVID-19. 

 

“Our support for rural, regional and remote 

communities is about minimising the likelihood 

of exposure to COVID-19 while increasing the 

capacity to evacuate early cases and provide 

a rapid response should an outbreak occur.”   

 

The funding is provided for the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service to help: 

 evacuate confirmed COVID-19 cases 

 evacuate highly suspected COVID-19 

cases   

 expand on existing telehealth service 

 deliver fly-in General Practitioner 

Respiratory Clinics, including testing, for 

a broader outbreak, and  

 pre-position and replenish personal 

protective equipment for frontline 

medical staff. 

 

As an essential health service, the RFDS 

continues to provide vital emergency medical 

and primary health care services during this 

national health pandemic and since the 2nd 

of February 2020 has conducted 175 patient 

episodes of care for confirmed or suspected 

COVID-19.  

 

 

 

 

 

Region Active 
Cases 

Cleared 
Cases  

Total 
Cases: 
 

Kimberley 6 12 18 

Pilbara 1 4 5 

Mid-West 0 3 3 

Goldfields 4 4 8 

Wheatbelt 2 8 10 

South West 0 11 11 

Great 
Southern  

0 9 9 

 13 51 64 

There are 6606 cases of COVID-19 in Australia. 

24 new cases since 2pm yesterday.  

Western Australia currently has 545 cases –0 

new cases since yesterday 2pm. There are 

currently 15 unknown sources. No new regional 

cases today. There have been 64 regional 

cases in total, 51 have recovered.  See chart 

below for regional breakdown.  



 

 

G2G Pass launched: 

G2G (Good to Go) pass is an online mobile 

application that allows you to apply for a travel 

exemption within and into WA for your 

approved purpose.  Exemptions for State and 

regional travel can be approved via the online  

form or G2G Pass app.   

 

Applications can be made by individuals 

and/or businesses and are available on the 

G2Gpass website.  You can also download 

the app from your android or apple app store.  

More information can be obtained from the 

website or the frequently asked questions 

page of the WA government site here. 

 

 

COVID-19 takeaway alcohol restrictions 
lifted 
 

Takeaway alcohol restrictions implemented as 

part of the State Government's response to 

COVID-19 have been lifted. 

The temporary restrictions were put in place in 

late and were designed to minimise alcohol-

related problems in the community, ensuring 

the health system, police and community 

services could focus on the response to the 

COVID-19 virus.  

Existing takeaway alcohol restrictions unrelated 

to COVID-19 in particular communities will 

remain in place. 

  

 

COVID-19 update: Travel agent appointed 
to help Australians return to home States 

With the recommencement of commercial 

flights within Australia, people who have 

completed their 14-day quarantine period are 

now able to make their way home. 

To assist, the State of Western Australia has 

appointed a  travel agent to help bring home 

Western Australians   currently in other States 

and to return those quarantined in Perth back 

to their state of origin. 

While the cost of the flights will be the 

responsibility of the individual, associated 

booking fees normally associated with a travel 

agent will be covered by the State of Western 

Australia. 

 

MBS New Telehealth Items  

24 new telehealth items have been added to 

the Telehealth list this week, with the exciting 

news that 4 new telehealth items are now 

available for a practice nurse or an Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander health practitioner 

(mirroring items 10987 and 10997).  These 

items 93200 and 93201 are available for 

Monday 20th April 2020.  For a full list COVID-

19 Telehealth items   

 

 

 

 

 

  The COVID-19 Members Support Team is here 

to assist all Member Services. If you have any 

enquiries, or require further information and 

support please email Public.Health@ahcwa.org 

 

 

https://g2gpass.com.au/
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/g2g-pass-travel-exemptions-frequently-asked-questions
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Media-releases/2020/COVID19-update-Travel-agent-appointed-to-help-Australians-return-to-home-States
https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Media-releases/2020/COVID19-update-Travel-agent-appointed-to-help-Australians-return-to-home-States
http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/News+2020-04-20
http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/News+2020-04-20


 

 

CONTINUITY OF CARE:  

 

CANCER AND COVID-19:  

 

“Having cancer can be a stressful 

situation, made more challenging during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s really 

important for our Mob that we take 

particular care of ourselves, stay isolated 

as much as possible, especially if you are 

50 or over and have one or more chronic 

conditions, and practise social distancing 

and good hygiene.”  

(Professor Gail Garvey, 2020) 

People with cancer are more likely to pick up 

a cold, flu or virus, which can cause 

complications because they have weakened 

immune systems. COVID-19 is one of those 

infections that can be harmful to people with 

weakened immune systems. 

If you are receiving cancer treatment and you 

develop a fever or respiratory symptoms, talk 

to your cancer care team, the same way you 

would at any other time. 

It’s also important to keep in touch with your 

GP and your cancer care team, especially if 

you have any new symptoms or side effects of 

medicines. 

 

Keep taking your cancer medicines as usual. 

 

Your cancer team or clinic will let you know if 

they are changing the way they are looking 

after you such as doing appointments by 

Telehealth or over the phone.  

Here are a few ways you can make protect 

yourself by self - isolating: 

 Call your cancer care team and GP to see 

if you can do your consultations over the 

phone or through video chat like Skype or 

FaceTime. 

 Arrange with your chemist to get your 

medication delivered. See here   

 Have your groceries delivered through your 

local grocery store and by friends or family. 

A new delivery service is being offered in 

the Metro area if you are eligible ph 1300 

103 880 for details.  

 Make sure you self-isolate away from sick 

family members.   

Prioritise your health by practising social 

distancing precautions and good hygiene 

practices.  

For more information, visit the Australian 

Government Cancer Australia site  

Cancer and COVID-19 - what it means for our 

mob.  

https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/covid-19-national-health-plan-home-medicines-services-information-for-consumers.pdf
https://canceraustralia.gov.au/affected-cancer/information-about-cancer-and-covid-19/cancer-and-covid-19-what-it-means-our-mob
https://canceraustralia.gov.au/affected-cancer/information-about-cancer-and-covid-19/cancer-and-covid-19-what-it-means-our-mob

